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Alexis, Age 13 
His painting “Taking Shelter” 
will be a live auction item at 
Farm to Tableaux.
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Our Board’s Perspective

When I moved to Bakersfield back in 2008 I 
had very little of knowledge of the community.  
I had moved here to buy the local Service-
Master franchise; I quickly emerge myself and 
family into the community.  One of the first 
exposures I had to the Boys & Girls Club was 
while participating in the Leadership Bakers-
field program put on by the Greater Bakers-
field Chamber of Commerce.  A group had 
picked the Boys & Girls Club as their service 
project and helped renovate the game room.  
Through this leadership program I was able 
to understand how the Bakersfield community 
operated in business, government, and non 
profits.

As the ServiceMaster business grew it be-
came very important for me to give back and 
support the community that was now feeding 
my family.  While looking for a good organi-
zation to support, the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Kern County quickly became one my favorite 
organizations.  One of my managers had been 
a Club kid growing up and he was still con-
nected; and he couldn’t say enough about the 
positive impact the Club had on his life.  The 
Club puts on great fundraising events and I 
began participating in those.  

After a few years I began showing interested 
in being more than just a Club supporter.  
Zane Smith, Executive Director of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Kern County asked to meet; we 
discussed the opportunities for involvement 
and how the Club operates.  What I found out 
was the great things I thought the Club was 
doing in Kern County were just a small part of 
what they were really doing.  When I joined 
the board I found a great group of leaders that 

were passionate about helping kids and posi-
tively impacting their lives.  Today the Club 
serves more than 7,200 kids per day through 
63 locations; they provide thousands of meals 
every day; all while giving the kids the tools to 
succeed in school and life.   

Today I find myself humbled to be involved 
with such a great organization.  As a business 
owner my goal is to be the best and not settle 
for mediocrity.  The Boys and Girls Club is 
already that, they have more Club sites and 
a higher average daily attendance than any 
other Boys & Girls Club organization in the 
country; and Zane and his team are recog-
nized by the Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
as one of the top Clubs in the nation.  Not 
only do they touch more lives, but everyone at 
the Club lives out the mission every day; with 
hundreds of staff that love helping kids.

Boys and Girls Clubs of Kern County Mission:  
“To enable all young people, especially those 
who need us most, to reach their full potential 
as productive, caring, responsible citizens.”
 Our responsibility as members of the Kern 
County community is to help organizations like 
the Boys & Girls Club succeed and I would 
encourage you to support thru your finan-
cial resources, unique talents, and/or your 
prayers.  

I am proud to be part of this organization be-
cause our community and youth benefit from 
their service every single day in every corner 
of Kern County.
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FARM TO TABLE(AUX)

There’s never been a better time to jump on 
board with the development and growth the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Kern County is bring-
ing to our community. You hear about posi-
tive changes being made all the time, but the 
changes our organization makes are critical to 
the sustainability of our community. As a coun-
ty abundant with agriculture, entrepreneurship 
and creativity, you all know the importance 
of personal growth and how it takes seeds to 
flourish to an abundant harvest. While we may 
not be planting seeds to sow for food in years 
to come, we are planting seeds of thought, 
attention and dedication into the lives of over 
7,200 children on a daily basis. 

It’s a big number to take in but we aren’t afraid 
to open our doors and our hearts to ensure 
that no child is turned away from the mission 
and vision of our organization - To enable all 
young people, especially those who need 
us most, to reach their full potential as 
productive, caring, responsible citizens. 
Now that we have painted you a picture of 
what our heart and soul purpose in the com-
munity is, allow us to paint you one more with 
the visually stunning and engaging, Farm to 
Table(aux), our signature fall event extrava-
ganza! 

Eat your art out! 

This phrase aptly describes the fun and festiv-
ity guests can expect at this October’s second 
annual Farm to Table(aux) benefiting the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Kern County (BGCKC). A 
night to remember full of artistic and culinary 
delights sure to please the palette, enrich the 
soul and provide vital funding for programs 
that support our communities youth. Our 
event is proudly sponsored by Dignity Health 
and Castle & Cooke.

Last year’s inaugural Farm to Table(aux) ex-
ceeded expectations, quickly selling-out and 
raising more than $250,000 for BGCKC. 

These funds are put back into your local Boys 
& Girls Clubs in the form of after school and 
summer enrichment and educational program-
ming such as fine arts, STEM, homework 
assistance, mentoring and athletics for the 
children who need us most. Continuing with 
the tradition of BGCKC Art Fest, students from 
BGCKC are prominently featured at Farm to 
Table(aux). Both the performing arts and fine 
art Club members participate by performing in 
tableaux vivants, providing. 

This year the event will be held on October 6, 
at the newest gated residential community by 
Castle & Cooke California, Inc., Highgate at 
Seven Oaks. Set amongst the twinkling stars, 
guests new to the event are in for an innova-
tive time, while guests who attended last year 
will still be dazzled by the night’s festivities. 
Unfortunately the event is sold out. That 
doesn’t mean the spirit of philanthropy must 
diminish. Contact the Boys Girls Clubs of Kern 
County to start your involvement in the orga-
nization via sponsorships, volunteerism or 
scheduling a site visit to learn first hand how 
the Club operates. Contact Heather Frank, 
Director of Development (661-325-3730) to 
start your involvement in your local Boys & 
Girls Club.

Farm to Table(aux) committee co-chairs, Heather Frank and Emily Salters.
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CLUBFACES
Henry Chatman, who is the oldest of four 
children, was born in Bakersfield but moved 
with his family to Arkansas at a very young 
age.  He was fortunate to have both parents in 
the home; however, his father was in a gang 
until Henry was in the 7th grade year when his 
father become a minister.  

Over time the gang retaliated and threatened 
his father and family so the family moved back 
to Bakersfield leaving Henry in the care of 
his Granny in Arkansas to finish his freshman 
year and play basketball.

Unfortunately, Henry started to hang out with 
the wrong crowd.  During a basketball game, 
he got into an altercation on the court with 
a brother of a rival gang member, which led 
to a fight after the game. The consequences 
of that fight were catastrophic, at the age of 
16 Henry was shot by rival gang members in 
retaliation for that fight. Those events really 
changed his perspective on life. Thinking 
back, he often asks himself how that time in 

his life would have been different if only he 
had a mentor at the Boys & Girls Club.  

Naturally after these events he returned to 
Bakersfield with his parents.  His mother 
started her own daycare which gave Henry 
the opportunity to interact and help out with 
the children. This is where Henry found his 
passion for helping children.  After he gradu-
ated from West High School, Henry’s health 
took a turn and he became very sick with 
Valley fever and contracted Cocci Meningitis 
that resulted in three brain surgeries and a VP 
shunt installed. 

After Henry recovered he decided to volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club where he coached 
flag football and basketball at College Heights 
for three years. College Heights then of-
fered Henry a part time job, but Zane Smith, 
Executive Director for the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Kern County, wouldn’t let Henry leave the 
Club. Henry has been changing the lives of 
children with the Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern 

County for 15 years. 

“It’s been a blessing working here at the Club. 
The relationships I’ve gained here have been 
amazing; it truly feels like family. Our past and 
present members have given me nothing but 
joy, it enables me to not just mentor and help 
develop core values in our community’s youth, 
it allows me to just be me and I’m a big kid so 
I fit right in. 

“My daughter is a Club kid and I see 
every day how the Club has impacted 
her life. The Club and fellow staff have 
helped me raise her as a single parent. 
I’m so very thankful for Zane, Barry, 
Renee, Natalie, Chris, April and all the 
past, present, and future staff through-
out my Club story.” 

– Henry Chatman,  
BGCKC Athletic Director
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CASH GIFTS
Active 20-30 Club of Bakersfield
Advanced Combustion & Process 
Controls, Inc.
Aera Energy LLC
AltaOne Federal Credit Union
Kiefer Amos-Strickland
Apex Management Group
Nadege Assale
Backswing Golf Events, LLC
Bakersfield Californian Foundation
Bakersfield North Rotary Foundation
Bakersfield West Rotary Foundation
Bank of the Sierra
Larry and Kay Bardin
Adam Belter
Ben H. & Gladys Arkelian Foundation
Bob and Stacie Bender
Catherine Bennett
Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern County 
Foundation
Keith and Betsy Brice
M. Annette Bridgman AFLAC
Jean Browning
Robert and Lorna Brumfield
Linda Bryan
Shane and Alyssa Bryan
Kierstin Cabalka
Cal Ave Fitness LLC
California Resources Corporation
California Water Service Company
Capstone Financial
Wendy Carbajal
Castle & Cooke California, Inc.
Jennifer Castro
Arnold and Sylvia Cattani
Angel Cervantes
Stephen Cervantes
Rose Charmley
Chevron USA
Clifford & Bradford Insurance Agency
Bruce and Rhonda Cogswell
Ira and Carole Cohen
Jason Cohen
Epifania Contreras
Ruben Contreras
Costco Wholesale Corporation
Lori Crawford
Gary and Donna Cross
Cruzin 4 Charity

Matt Damian
Dave Packer Custom Builder
David Perkins and Karen Morovich
Jordan and Michele Dennis
Mark and Stacy DeVries
Diamond Divas
Dignity Health, Department of Special 
Needs and Community Outreach
Tony and Melissa Donez
Rob and Emily Duchow
Edison International
Empire Eye and Laser
ENIGMA LLC
Scott Erwin CPA
Essex Homes
Milan and Sadie Farzan
Armand and Joanie Fitzgerald
Steven and Diane Fritz
Sue Furdek
Girl Scouts of Central Cal South- 
Fraizer
Global Design
Julie Gosling
Grapeman Farms
Greater Bakersfield Chamber of Com-
merce
Robert and Jerry Haner
Ron Hardin
Harry and Ethel West Foundation
Dan and Mikie Hay
Mark and Joyce Holtzclaw
Martha B Hopkins
Linda Hunt
Rick Hunt
Susan Jennings
Misty Johnston
Jim and Cindy Joslyn
Junior League of Bakersfield
Kelly Management
Kern Community Foundation
Kern Family Health Care
Kern Schools Federal Credit Union
Klein, DeNatale, Goldner et al
Somard Kruayatidee
Kwik Signs Inc.
Landscape Development, Inc.
Holly Lazzerini
LeBeau - Thelen, LLP
Tommy and Barbara Lee
Leonis Family Foundation

Alexander Lopez
Catherine Mahan
Andrew Martinez
Jerardo Mendes
Brian and Valerie Mendiburu
Lee Meyer
Mission Bank
Thurston Moore
MRC Global
Jonathan and Mary Anne Mueller
National Fuel Gas Company Founda-
tion
Nestle
James and Kathleen Nickel
Marjorie Nixon
Lois Onsum
Tony Padilla
Ed and Maria Paine
Jason Palmer
Pandol Bros., Inc.
Andrew Pandol
Dan and Sally Panero
Jacob and Nicole Panero
Pennell & Pennell, LLC
Pepsi Beverages Company
Troy Perez
Kirk and Sharon Perkins
PG&E
Pierce CPA
Kyle and Mikin Plummer
Alison Reidenbach
Rick Robles
ROX United
Gabriel Rubio
Russo McGarty & Associates
San Joaquin Refining Co., Inc.
Staci Sanchez
Sempra Employee Giving Network
Larry and Debra Simpson
Skarphol Associates
Paul Skarphol
Southern California Gas Company
Katarina Stancil
Tina Stilley
CM Strong
Frankie Sutton
Tangram Interiors
Jeff and Elaine Thomson
Victoria Torres-Penaranda
UBS/Financial Services

Donations: June 2017 through August 2017
It Takes A Caring Community

DID YOU KNOW?
7,200 Youth Are Served Daily
in Kern County

Continued on Page 8
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BGCA/Red Nose - $1,000 to purchase” summer snacks” 
for the Summer Brain Gain program thanks to Summer 
Brain Gain and Red Nose Day.

Walmart (Store #1574) - $1,500 to underwrite the Learn-
ing Garden at the Armstrong Youth Center. The Learning 
Garden along with the Positive Sprouts Program, Great 
Garden Detective Curriculum and Healthy Habits em-
power at-risk and low-income youth to learn gardening, 
the preparation of healthy meals and educate them and 
their parents regarding nutrition, physical fitness and 
healthy choices.

Regal Entertainment Group - $1,500 for our Club mem-
bers to have a great time at the movies during the Sum-
mer Day Camp.

Coca Cola Company - $5,000 to implement Triple Play 
– Healthy Habits curriculum at the Stockdale Club to 
insure our Club members increase the amount of time 
they engage in physical fitness activities and increase 
the amount of fruits and vegetables consumed. 

County of Kern (CDBG) - $228,161 to underwrite the 
conversion of the storage room at the Armstrong Youth 
Center into a commercial kitchen to allow “more meals 
for more children” as part of the Nutrition Program.

Good Sports – to provide sports equipment assistance 
for the Club’s healthy lifestyles programming. 

BGCA /Red Nose Day- $5,000 ($2,000 summer snacks 
and $3,000 supplies) to implement the Summer Brain 
Gain program at the Lamont Club plus a Chromebook.

TJX Foundation - $5,000 to support Power Hour (home-
work assistance daily after school) at the Armstrong 
Youth Center.

Pitch in For Baseball/MLB – provided Play Ball Rec 
equipment and two T-Ball Kits and two JR RBI Baseball 
Kits to use with the Play Ball program. 

Buffalo Wild Wings All Stars – $10,000  to increase op-
portunities for physical activity, social interaction and 
recognition through organized sports programming for 
Club members after school.and educate them and their 
parents regarding nutrition, physical fitness and healthy 
choices.

Stinson’s – $1,000  in office equipment and supplies in 
honor of Stinson’s 70th Anniversary to support the mis-
sion of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern County.

DID YOU KNOW?
We have 62 Boys & Girls Clubs 
Sites in Kern County!

Celebrating Our Grants: June 1, 2017 to August 31, 2017.
IF YOU DREAM IT, YOU CAN DO IT

7



Donations: June 2017 through August 2017
It Takes A Caring Community
Union Pacific Foundation
United Way California Capital Region
United Way of Kern County
United Way, Inc.
Esther Varela
Varner Bros., Inc.
W Reyneveld Construction, Inc
Josh and Susan Wall
Walmart - Facility # 1574
Walmart Neighborhood Market- #3140
Walter Mortensen Insurance - INSU-
RICA
Melisa Weingart-Pittman
Wells Fargo Bank
Wells Fargo Community Support Cam-
paign
Williams Adams & Company CPAs
Wonderful Real Estate Development
James Yako

IN-KIND GIFTS
Advance Beverage Company
AltaOne Federal Credit Union
Amazon
Andrea Watson
April & Co. Photographers
Assemblymember Vince Fong
Bakersfield Magazine
Belissima Medical Spa
Best of Bakersfield
Biscuit Boutique & Doggy Spa
BMOA
“Bolles Nursery
Buffalo Wild Wings”
Jean Browning

California Resources Corporation
CALM
Campichi
Chef Choice Noodle Bar
Chick-fil-A
CHROMATIC New York
Covenant Coffee Tasting Experience
Gary and Donna Cross
CSUB
De Coeur Bake Shop
Dewar’s Candy Shop
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Don Lucas Fine Silver Jewelry
Marjorie Dow
Fortini Interiors
Fresno Chaffee Zoo
Greg and Heather Frank
Frugatti’s Italian Eatery
Melissa Grahek
Grapeman Farms
Grimmway Farms
Michael and Sharon Gutierrez
Hansen’s Moving and Storage Inc.
Dan and Mikie Hay
Ryan and Alison Hickman
House of Flowers
Imbibe
Inner Body Works
JCB
Jonah & Lindsey Photography
Just Inn
Justin Winery
Kern Dance Alliance
Kern Family Health Care
Kern Schools Federal Credit Union

LDI Landscape
Lengthwise Brewery
Locale Eatery
Los Angeles Rams
LoveThirteen Jewelry
Luigi’s Restaurant
Lulalore
Mary Vanderveen of Interior Coordi-
nates
April Massirio
Carolyn Marquez
Moo Creamery
Ed O’donnell
Pandol Bros., Inc.
Michael Parugrug
Kyle and Lila Ray
Rich-Pak Marketing
Rio Bravo Ranch
Riverstone Capital
Rush Air Sports
Rustic Cuff
Jeff and Melissa Salters
Justin and Emily Salters
Salty’s BBQ & Catering
The Garlic Company
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Today Cleaners
Wiki’s Wine Dive & Grill
Wonderful Orchards
Woolworth Diner

HONORARY & MEMORIAL 
GIFTS
In Honor of Robin and Pat Paggi
By: Justin and April Ahart
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The Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern County has 
partnered with Kern County Public Health 
Services Department in an effort on improving 
the health status of low-income Californians 
through increased fruit and vegetable con-
sumption and daily physical activity under the 
statewide Nutrition Education and Obesity 
Prevention Branch (NEOPB).

Our Nutrition Educators are currently servic-
ing five after school locations Armstrong Youth 
Center, Bessie Owens Intermediate, Di Gior-
gio, Vineland Elementary and Sunset Middle 
School. 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO!

KEEP ONGROWING
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During the summer, the Electric Science 
Girls Club was created thanks to a 
$15,000 grant from The Women’s and 
Girls’ Fund, a leadership initiative of Kern 
Community Foundation. The club was formed 
to help girls get more involved in the Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematic 
fields. Through different activities the girls this 
summer learned skills such as coding, chemi-
cal reactions, and engineering. 

Hour of Code was held at the beginning of the 
summer and it was one of the activities that 
taught the girls the basics of coding and game 
design. It was great to try out the games that 
each girl invented. In addition, members of 
the Electric Science Girls Club experienced 
STEM outside of the Club during a field trip to 
the Apple Store. The Apple Store associates 
helped the girls create and star in their own 
movie trailers. The Electric Science Girls Club 
will continue STEM activities throughout the 
2017-2018 school year under the direction of 
Eme Tucker, BGCKC Technology Instructor.

PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS
Boys & Girls Club After School 
Programs Are Back in Action!
The after school program is the primary 
service for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern 
County. Currently we provide after school 
services for over 7,200 children daily at our 
4 club sites and 59 campus based programs 
throughout our communities. Our after school 
programs offer academic enrichment opportu-
nities for children. Providing our programs in a 
safe and engaging environment is one of our 
priorities.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern County works 
in partnership with each community, school, 
and family to design the program that meets 
their specific needs. We draw upon the most 
effective academic enrichment, physical 
fitness, nutritional and life skill programs to 

challenge children and make learning fun. All 
programs are staffed with trained Youth De-
velopment Professionals who are responsible 
for the academic enrichment opportunities for 
the children.  The Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern 
County currently collaborates with ten school 
districts throughout our community in provid-
ing after school programs directly on school 
site campuses.

The doors of the Club sites are 
always open for a tour! Call Linda 
Sullenger at 661-325-3730 Ext. 240 to 
make arrangements.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO!
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