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Eat, Drink & Be Arty!
Introducing Farm to Table in 2016



Thinking back on my childhood, 
I was blessed to have been given 
so many valuable tools to use on 
my journey into adulthood, it’s 
hard to pick one as being the most 
important.  Accountability to my 
education and schoolwork, the op-
portunity to play sports and be on a 
team, friendship and the role-mod-
eling of how friendship should be 
from older family members, a safe 
place to be goofy and develop my 
own sense of humor and to have 
fun, resources to express my cre-
ativity through art or craft, a clean 
environment that would allow me 
to stay healthy and heal quickly 

from any illness, food security that 
would allow me to think and play 
and study as hard as I could, and 
most importantly a family who 
looked after me to make sure that I 
had all of these.

When I made the decision to vol-
unteer for the Boys & Girls Club of 
Kern County a year and a half ago, I 
knew very little about them. I knew 
they were a non-profit organization 
that helped a lot of children, and 
that kids played sports there.  I also 
knew several club board members 
and employees whom I admired 
as well.  So between my limited 
knowledge of the club and the 
respect I had for these individuals, I 
jumped in head first.

After seeing the way that the staff 
interacts with our children and 
how they interact with one anoth-
er, the smiles (and tears of joy) I 
see on peoples’ faces as they hear 
or tell stories from the club on a 
regular basis, the incredible art and 
performances that come from our 
club members, the wonderful and 
talented adults that are products of 
the club, and the sheer number of 
children our club serves on a daily 
basis (over 8,000 – the biggest club 
in the Country), I was in absolute 

awe.  The impact that this Club was 
making on so many lives, including 
Club members, staff and volunteers, 
was almost beyond my comprehen-
sion.  But the more interaction I 
had with the club, the more I start-
ed to understand how all of these 
things were possible.

When comparing the list of things 
that I valued so much about my 
childhood to those things I feel the 
Boys & Girls Club gives to our kids, 
picking one would be impossible.  I 
truly feel that the club provides all 
of these things and more for our 
members.  The staff and volunteers 
of the club work together tirelessly 
to provide our kids with a focus on 
education, sports, teambuilding, 
friendship, fun, safety, artistic ex-
pression, nourishment, and a sense 
of family.  These are the things I 
treasure from my youth, and these 
are the things the club gives to our 
kids.  It is for these reasons that I 
will continue to volunteer for the 
club in whatever capacity they will 
have me, for as long as I can con-
tribute.

--

Matt Damian 
Board Member

Letter from The Board 
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Board of Directors
Vanessa Emo
President
DoubleTree by Hilton Bakersfield

Matt Damian
Vice President
Mission Bank

Gloria Williams
Secretary
California Resources Corporation

Kristin Monsibais
Treasurer
Williams Adams & Company, 
CPAs

Jason Cohen
Immediate Past President
UBS Financial Services Inc.	

Adam Alvidrez
Chevron

Christian Beck
Trinity Safety Company

Shane Bryan
Trovato Wealth Management

Rob Duchow
Southern California Gas Company

Phil Fontes
Newmark Grubb  | ASU and 
Associates

Heather Frank
Wine Women & Shoes

Michael George
Kern Schools Federal Credit Union

Jason Gutierrez
ENIGMA

Ron Hardin
Community Volunteer

Larry Koman
Koman Homes

Allan Krauter
Kern County Administrative Office

Jonathan Mueller
ServiceMaster at Bakersfield

Mikin Plummer
Kern County Builders’ Exchange

Executive Director
Zane Smith

The U.S. Department of Agriculture defines food insecurity as not 
having consistent, dependable access to enough food for active, healthy 
living. In 2013, 72,490 children under age 18 living in Kern County 
households experienced limited or uncertain access to adequate food. 
Kern’s 29% child food insecurity rate was higher than California (25%) 
and the United States (21%).

In response to this need, in January of 2015 the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Kern County moved from a donated snack after school (often cookies 
or chips) to an FDA approved “supper” at six Club sites which equaled 
8,400 meals per month. Because food insecurity occurs at higher lev-
els during the summer months (children and youth are not eating at 
school) the BGCKC Nutrition Program expanded to provide break-
fast and lunch for the children at four Clubs (10 weeks equaled 45,000 
meals).  The meals meet the federal guideline of half the plate fresh 
seasonal fruits and vegetables.

In June 2016, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern County’s Nutrition Pro-
gram as part of the Summer Day Camp provided breakfast (at 3 Club 
sites), lunch (at 4 Club sites) and an afternoon snack (at 1 Club site) for 

Food for the Future

CONITNUED ON PAGE 11

BGC BRIEF I FALL 2016   bgclubsofkerncounty.org     3



Cash Gifts
2741 Landco Associates LLC
Adams Stone, Inc.
Justin & April Ahart
Jonathan Allen
Adam Alvidrez
Anonymous
Apex Management Group
Arts Council of Kern
Bakersfield Baseball Club LLC
Bakersfield Californian Foundation
Bakersfield North Rotary Foundation
Bakersfield West Rotary Foundation
Alex Balfour
Ida Barba
Christian & Sarah Beck
Mary Anne Beesley
Joe & Carolyn Belli
Ben H. & Gladys Arkelian Foundation
Bob & Stacie Bender
Benefit Bakersfield Foundation
Christopher & Michelle Benham
Cathy Bennett
James & Olly Blom
Bolthouse Farms Inc.
Sara Booker
Stephen & Tiffany Bowles
Bright House Networks
Dean & Cheryl Brown
Melissa Brown
Shane & Alyssa Bryan
Ronald Burcham
Michael & Yvonne Bush
Javier & Laurie Bustamante
Marc & Shannon Caputo
Art & Cathy Carls
Rudy & Anne Carvajal
Luis Castro
Arnold & Sylvia Cattani
Central Valley Community Foundation
Central Valley MCCF - GEO Group
Henry Chatman
Chicago Title Company
Cindy Choate
David & Ellen Christensen
Les & Lenetta Clark
Deanna Clarke
Doug & Janet Clary
Jason & Patsy Cohen
Ira & Carole Cohen
Epifania Contreras
Ruben Contreras
Coseree’s Deli at Rio Bravo Ranch

Coso Operating Company, LLC
Costco Wholesale Corporation
Patricia Cowles
Fred & Marywill Croson
Gary & Donna Cross
Mike & Maggie Cushine
Peggy Darling
Paula Dawson
Ineke DeLange
Veronica Deleon
Mark & Nicole Delmarter
William & Sandra Descary
Andre Devereaux
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
DoubleTree by Hilton
Gordon & Joyce Downs
Brittany Duboise
Robert Duchow
Tyshaybreanna Eddington
Edison International
Thomas Edmonds
Kevin & Vanessa Emo
Leah Estrada
John Fallgatter
Milan & Sadie Farzan
Anna Foster
Greg & Heather Frank
Christine Frazier
Frazier Mountain Car Club
Anthony Galagaza
Margaret Gallegos
Cathleen Gandara
Claudia Garcia-Llamas
Michael George
George & Marcia Giumarra
Julie Gosling
Patty Gray
Jennette Green
H&R Block
Haddad Dodge
Stephen & Kathryn Hair
Jennifer Haley
Ed Handel
Ron Hardin
Michelle Hardt
Harry and Ethel West Foundation
Catherine Haupt
Julie Henderson
Cynthia Hernandez
Melissa Herndon
Melinda Hodson
Mark & Joyce Holtzclaw
Sheri Horn-Bunk
Iberdrola Renewables, LLC

Brandon Ivie
William Jeffries
Susan Jennings
Russell & Susanne Johnson
Marshall Johnson
Jeff & Misty Johnston
Jim & Cindy Joslyn
Ariana Joven
Sarah Kelly
Felicia Kent
Kern Community Foundation
Kern County Family Magazine
Shawn Kerns
Kevin McCarthy for Congress
Katie Kleier and Kevan Hensman
Larry Koman
Jefferson Koster
Amber Lawrence
Marianne Laxague
Lazzerini Family Foundation
Tommy & Barbara Lee
Kaye Lefebvre
Lisa Longs
Andrew Lopez-Landeros
Christopher Lowe
LS England Designs/Four Seasons
Man Bites Dog Emporium
Vance Manning
Jo Ann Marling
Patricia Marquez
Anita Martinez
Erlinda Martinez
Angelo Mazzei
Della McCoy
Scott McCurry
Christopher & Michelle McGehee
John & Susie McMurtrey
Meridian Healthcare Partners, Inc.
Mark & Karen Miller
Don & Kathy Miller
Chris & Jovan Molina
Stefany Moreno
Jonathan & Mary Anne Mueller
Ronald & Kathleen Murotani
National Cement Company
Darrell & Jana Neal
Dick & Norma Nelsen
James & Kathleen Nickel
Marjorie Nixon
Jeffrey & Tammi Noe
Phil & Nancy Oehler
Michael & Christine Olague
Jeremy & Tara Osterstock
Clem & Linda Overdevest

.................................................................................................................................................................................................
April to June  2016 Donors
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Rosie Painter
Eric & Laurie Paulson
Pavement Recycling Systems, Inc.
Rick & Ricki Peace
Lanette Phillips-Watson
Larry Pickett
Kyle & Mikin Plummer
Paul Portillo
Charles & Heli Powell
Aloma Powers
Margo Raison
Alison Reidenbach
Gary Richardson
Richard Riley
Matthew Riley
Jose Romo
Leonard Rubin
Gabriel Ruiz
Rick Schwartz
Chris & Robin Schwartz
Sempra Energy Foundation
Steven Shayer
Mary K. Shell
Silver Wolf Comics & Collectibles
Jeanine Simien-Mann
Rita Sluga
Justin Smith
Mark & Tammy Smith
Zane & Amy Smith
Cecilia Solis
Todd Stevens
Stephanie Stimmell
Keith Stonebraker
Jon & Kala Stuebbe
Temblor Brewing
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Jack & Mary Lou Thomson
Tri Counties Bank
United Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
United Way California Capital Region
United Way of Kern County
University of LaVerne
Esther Varela
Mary Vasinda
Novena Weaver
Audrey Weingarten
Melisa Weingart-Pittman
Joe & Denise West
Salina White
Gloria Williams

Nicole Williams
Sandi Williams
Williams Adams & Company CPAs
Marlo Zacarias

In-Kind Gifts
Act*1 Personnel
Bakersfield Blaze
Bakersfield FIRE Department
Bakersfield Magazine
Bakersfield Police Department
Gayle Batey
Bill Wright Toyota
Bowen’s Whiskey
Shirley Brewer
C&C Hardware
Sophia Caputo
Citizens Business Bank
Jason & Patsy Cohen
Ineke DeLange
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Don Lucas Fine Silver Jewelry
Kevin & Vanessa Emo
ENIGMA LLC
Fox Theater Foundation
Shannon Grove
Historic Union Cemetary
Roy Kennan
Kern County Raceway Park
Kern Schools Federal Credit Union
Kevin McCarthy for Congress
Katie Kleier and Kevan Hensman
Allan Krauter and Anna Agenjo
Lengthwise Brewery
Gary & Jan Maxwell
Minuteman Press
Manny & Laurel Mourtzanos
Muertos Kitchen & Lounge
Geoff HIll and Margo Raison
Sandbar Surf School
Steinbeck Vineyards & Winery
Stinson’s
Jon & Kala Stuebbe
Linda Sullenger
Tejon Ranch
Temblor Brewing
The Gentleman
The Green Thumb
Total Woman
Wiki’s Wine Dive & Grill
Doug & Denise Winston

Honorary and Memorial Gifts
In Honor of 
2 very special mothers in our life - Robin & EJ!
By: Justin & April Ahart

In Memory of 
David Charles Cosyns 
By: Donald & Bonnie Fitzgerald

In Honor of 
Tiphanie Hernandez 
By: Wonderful Giving

In Honor of 
Mark Surber 
By: Bakersfield North Rotary Foundation

This is a listing of donors be-
tween April 1, 2016 and June 30, 
2016. For more information or 
questions, please contact Ricki 
Peace at 661-325-3730 or e-mail: 
rpeace@bgclubsofkerncounty.
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We are gathering a special group of people to take a 
new approach to supporting our local Boys & Girls 
Clubs and help fulfill the Club’s mission by investing in 
the futures of Club members.
  
Guys & Gals will provide exclusive, diverse opportu-
nities to bring meaningful interactions to Club mem-
bers.  Imagine the impact Guys & Gals can collectively 
have on the future of our youth.  There are powerful 
moments of opportunity to help a child set a course 
for a happy, healthy, and successful lifestyle. Guys & 
Gals will support those opportunities.  It may be time 
spent learning new social skills through an etiquette 
experience, or an outing to a country club for a golf 
lesson.  Imagine how a child feels when an adult from 
outside of their immediate family shares a life-en-
riching experience such as chaperoning a trip to the 
beach to see the ocean for the first time.  Guys & Gals 
can make these moments possible.  The impact is new 
knowledge, new skills and the reassurance that some-
one cares and has taken time.

This year we are launching “Guys & Gals Support-
ing Boys & Girls.”  The annual commitment starts at 
$1,000 and a few volunteer hours per year for a person 
to participate.  Funding will be the primary source 
for providing membership scholarships for children 
to attend the Club’s after-school, summer and holiday 
programs.  Volunteer hours will support a youth activi-

ty of the volunteer’s choice.
We understand that not everyone can devote time 
away from family and profession.  Just like there is a 
place for every child at the Club, there is a place for 
everyone in Guys & Gals at every level of engagement!  

 Get serious. Have fun.
You will begin to see our Guys & Gals Supporting Boys 
& Girls organization out and about as we gather a real-
ly special group of Club supporters.  Every 2-3 months, 
our Guys & Gals will get together with a small group 
of Club kids to spend some quality time together.  This 
past June we had dinner at the Petroleum Club and 
talked about dinner etiquette and the various activities 
each of the kids have going on at the Club.  
It was a special time for everyone.  A couple of the kids 
taught Rick Peace some new dance moves, the Clarys 
and the Crosses heard all about our summer perform-
ing arts production, Annie, Jr. which showed the last 
weekend in July, Barbara Lee and Marj Nixon had our 
youngest Club members who shared enthusiastic sto-
ries of summer fun reading, and Mikin Plummer got 
an earful from some of our college-bound teens.
Nevermind all the fun that was had, our most import-
ant goal of giving these young people a real connection 
to a leader in the community was accomplished.  We 
have planted the seeds that our kids are valuable, and 
we were able to provide that parental guidance of being 
a good friend, or the importance of school, or try all 
the vegetables on your plate.
Our most recent event was golf at Bakersfield Country 
Club, and coming up we will do some holiday shop-
ping for Toys for Tots to teach the kids about giving to 
others.
If you are interested in getting involved in this organi-
zation, be sure to contact Ricki Peace at 661-325-3730.  
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ARTFEST has been our signature fundraiser for the 
past fourteen years, but it started before it became our 
signature fundraiser.  The Club was participating in 
an art show along the sidewalks of the Marketplace in 
2001.  We had Club members presenting their works of 
art, which were going to be Mother’s Day gifts for the 
artists’ moms.  There were many easels showcasing big 
beautiful watercolors, rich pastels, and some acrylics 
on display.  We had many community leaders strolling 
through our mini art show talking with our young 
artists about their obvious talent.

At one point, a friend of the Club pulled our Executive 
Director to the side and asked what it would cost to 
purchase a watercolor of a koi fish.  Zane apologized 
and explained that the painting was a gift for the child’s 
mom was not for sale.  She begged him to reconsider, 
but ultimately had to give up.  Zane shared this story 
with the artist because he was so proud that her paint-
ing gained so much interest.  Our young artist replied, 
“Sell the painting! I’ll make my mom another one!”
And thus, one year later, Artfest was born.  It was all 
based on one woman’s love for a piece of KidzArt.  We 
introduced Artfest to Kern County in 2002 at a Fro-
elich model home.  We have since been hosted at the 
Christiansons, Martins, Del Toros, Windemere model 

homes, Moorea Banquet Centre, the Bakersfield Marri-
ott, and last year at the Destefani Palazzo.

We have had some GREAT years, and sold some amaz-
ing artwork from our art studio.  Our kids have had 
some really amazing experiences through Artfest, but 
mostly we believe two experiences have impacted them 
the most: first, the validation as an artist to represent 
their artwork, share it with donors, and have adults 
appreciate their work, and second, the teachable mo-
ment of donating their art to the Club to be auctioned 
to help pay for the programs they enjoy every day.  
Artfest has been an opportunity for our young ones 
to grow and learn in many ways – and we thank Kern 
County for being there through it all.

What about this year?  We have looked around the 
Clubs throughout Kern County, and everything seems 
to be growing up! Vegetables in our garden, the kids at 
our many locations, and Artfest are growing too.  This 
year we are launching an exciting new, “grown up” 
version of Artfest 
called Farm to 
Table.  
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Better Together 
PG&E Summer Jobs Program

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) in part-
nership with the Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern County 
provided job readiness training to almost 300 students 
from local high schools during the school year for the 
fourth year as part of the PG&E Summer Jobs Pro-
gram.  More than 180 teens graduated from the “Ca-
reer Launch” portion in May and had the opportunity 
to apply and interview for one of the paid summer 
intern jobs.  

The 55 successful teens that made it through two in-
terview panels (staff then community partners) began 
their internships as part of the PG&E Summer Jobs 
Program on June 20, 2016 which will run through July 
29, 2016.  

Each of the young professionals are working part-time 
at their summer jobs (Monday through Thursday) and 
reporting back to the Boys & Girls Club for profes-
sional development every Friday.  So far the teens have 
learned about opening a bank account from Tarina 
Newsome and Andrea Hernandez with Wells Fargo, 

found out their personality styles with Robin Paggi 
of Worklogic HR and discussed various colleges and 
careers with Boys & Girls Club staff.

Many companies and non-profits in Bakersfield have 
stepped up (many for the fourth year) to offer the stu-
dents a summer internship opportunity and workplace 
mentoring. The Boys & Girls Club is very grateful for 
the ongoing community support.

2016 Businesses 
•	 Account Resolution Group, LLC
•	 ACW Mufflers Tire & Wheels
•	 American Red Cross-Kern Chapter
•	 Around the Clock Companies
•	 Bakersfield Association of Realtors
•	 Better Business Bureau
•	 Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern County
•	 Camping World
•	 CAPK-Food Bank
•	 Clarity Home Loans
•	 Common Sense Consulting
•	 Dignity Health Mercy Hospital
•	 Greater Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce
•	 H.E.A.R.T.S. Connection
•	 Jim Burke Ford
•	 Kern Around the Clock Care Foundation
•	 Kern County Builders’ Exchange
•	 Kern County Library
•	 Kern County Superintendent of Schools
•	 KGET-TV 17/TELEMUNDO
•	 Kwik Signs, Inc.
•	 Oasis Air Conditioning
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•	 Office of Congressman Kevin McCarthy
•	 Office of Kern County Supervisor Leticia Perez
•	 Office of State Senator Andy Vidak
•	 Pacific Gas & Electric
•	 Stay Focused Ministries
•	 The League of Dreams
•	 Walter Mortensen Insurance
•	 Watson Realty

This year, the Better Together Summer Jobs Program 
will provide more than 850 with workforce training 
and 210 youths with paid summer jobs in Fresno 
County, Kern County and the greater Sacramento area.  

The 55 PG&E Summer Jobs Program Interns will be 
graduating on August 4, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Boys 
& Girls Club - Armstrong Youth Center (801 Niles 
Street) and you are invited to attend!

Opposite Page: Tarina Newsome and Andrea Hernan-
dez are presenting on how to open a teen account at 
Wells Fargo. This Page: Angel Dominguez, BGCKC 
staff presenting to the students. 
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Kaiser Permanente - $10,000 
to help underwrite the “Triple Play - Healthy Habits” as part of 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s Health and Life Skills core 
program area promotes health and wellness for Club members 
ages 5-17. The program boosts the Boys & Girls Clubs 
traditional physical activities to a higher level by providing sports 
and fitness activities for all youth -- boys and girls, athletically 
gifted and those talented in other areas, children and teens 
alike.

Southern California Edison/
Edison International - $5,000
to help mitigate summer learning loss in both reading 
comprehension and math for the Frazier Park Club members. 

The Bakersfield Californian 
Foundation - $16,650.27 
to support the Performing Arts Program with the purchase of ten 
wireless mics along with the expansion and upgrading of Club’s 
current rack mounted sound system which will allow the Club 
members to perform at the Club with the option to go fully portable for 
performances in the community including Annie Jr. at the Bakersfield City 
School District as part of the Summer Day Camp.

The Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation - 
$7,000  to provide skill development and job training 
for Club teens through workforce training skills programs 
(Career Launch - job readiness, college preparation and 
career exploration and Money Matters) at the Armstrong Youth 
Center.  

April to June 30, 2016

Central Valley Community 
Foundation - $25,000 to provide a 
10 week Boys & Girls Club Youth Leadership and Advocacy 
training at the Lamont Club with ongoing support and access 
to the Club’s daily programming. This leadership development 
and Club experience will provide opportunities for youth to 
participate in four focus areas: community service/advocacy, 

academic success, career preparation and teen 
outreach.

Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation - $1,500 to underwrite the 
Summer Brain Gain: Read! Program so Club members are 
better prepared for the coming school year by maintaining 
or improving their reading levels during the summer 
months.

Grant Highlights
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3.

a total of 15,735 nutritious meals free of charge to our 
Club members, many who would not have eaten if they 
were at home.
Expansion of the BGCKC Nutrition Program is on the 
horizon.  Starting with the 2016-2017 school year the 
Nutrition Program will be serving more youth more 
meals through additional sites.  Plus they are working 
on creating a larger kitchen so they can serve more 
meals to more children more effectively.

The Teaching Kitchen at the Armstrong Youth Center 
as well as most of the storage area and hallway have 
been commandeered and adapted for the BGCKC 
Nutrition Program, but a more organized and better 
equipped commercial kitchen is needed to meet the 
current needs as well as the anticipated growth of the 
Nutrition Program. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern 
County has been working with several interested 
parties to make this goal a reality. Another item on 
the wish list is a cargo van to transport more meals so 
more youth can eat healthy. 

You Can Help!
If you would like to learn more information about how you can support 
the BGCKC Nutrition Program please contact Maggie Cushine, Resource 
Development Director at 661-325-3730 or  
mcushine@bgclubsofkerncounty.org.
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